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16th Battalion Royal Western Australia Regiment
The 16th Battalion AIF was raised from 16 September 1914, six weeks after the outbreak of the First World War. Three-quarters of the battalion were recruited in Western Australia, and the rest in South Australia. WA was allotted the task of raising the new 16th Battalion, consisting of a headquarters, a machinegun section, signal section and five companies of infantry.  The remaining three companies were to be filled by South Australians. 
With the 13th, 14th and 15th Battalions it formed the 4th Brigade commanded by Colonel John Monash. 

The South Australian and Western Australian recruits were united when the battalion trained together in Victoria, 22 December 1914, the 16th Battalion embarked 32 officers and 979 other ranks They embarked for overseas on Boxing Day. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt arriving in early February 1915. Australia already had an AIF division there, the 1st. When the 4th Brigade arrived in Egypt it became part of the New Zealand and Australian Division. The 4th Brigade landed at ANZAC late in the afternoon of 25 April 1915.

At about 6 pm, the 16th Battalion went ashore at Anzac Cove and made their way into the hills. The column occupied a sharp edge of spur that afterwards bore their commanding officer’s name, Pope’s Hill. They spent the night digging in along the edge under intense rifle fire. For the next five days they stayed there, holding the hill, with Turkish troops to their front and rear
A week after the landing the 16th was thrown into the attack on Bloody Angle suffering many casualties. At the landing on 25 April, the 16th had been about 1000 strong. Overnight on 2 May, they had lost 8 officers and 330 men. At roll call on 3 May, only nine officers and 290 men answered their names. From May to August the battalion was heavily involved in establishing and defending the front line of the ANZAC beachhead, and in August the 4th Brigade attacked Hill 971. The hill was taken at great cost, although Turkish reinforcements forced the Australians to withdraw. The battalion served at ANZAC until the evacuation in December.

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt. While there the AIF expanded and was reorganised. The 16th Battalion was split and provided experienced soldiers for the 48th Battalion. The 4th Brigade was combined with the 12th and 13th Brigades to form the 4th Australian Division. 

In June 1916 they sailed for France and the Western Front. From then until 1918, the battalion took part in bloody trench warfare. Its first major action in France was at Pozières in the Somme valley, where Private Martin O’Meara won the battalion’s first Victoria Cross. The battalion spent much of 1917 in Belgium advancing to the Hindenburg Line. The battalion, along with most of the 4th Brigade, suffered heavy losses at Bullecourt in April, when the brigade attacked strong German positions without the promised tank support. In March and April 1918, the battalion helped to stop the German Spring offensive. At Hamel in June, Lance Corporal Tom Axford was awarded the battalion’s second Victoria Cross. The battalion participated in the great allied offensive of 1918, fighting near Amiens on 8 August 1918. This advance by British and empire troops was the greatest success in a single day on the Western Front, one that German General Erich Ludendorff described as ‘..the black day of the German Army in this war…’. In late August Lieutenant L. D. “Fats” McCarthy won what became known as the “super VC”. 

In its last engagement, which ended on 21/9/1918, it was led into battle by Major W Lynas DSO 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the guns fell silent. In November 1918, members of the AIF began to return to Australia for demobilisation and discharge.MC who had landed on Gallipoli as a private nearly three and a half years before.  

The 16th Battalion was one of the most highly decorated regiments in the armies of the Allied forces.  

Three Victoria Crosses were awarded ( Pte O'Meara, Pozieres 1916; L Cpl Axford, Hamel 1918; Lt McCarthy, near Madame Wood 1918), there were 2 Companions of the Order of the Bath, 1 Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George, 11 Distinguished Service Orders, 33 Military Crosses, 44 Distinguished Conduct Medals, 159 Military Medals and a string of foreign and ancillary decorations.

Arguably the most remarkable pair of 16th Battalion men was Harry Murray and Percy Black.  They joined together in 1914 as private soldiers from Manjimup in the south-west of Western Australia.  Lt Col Harry Murray VC CMG DSO MC DCM Croix de Guerre, ended the war as the most highly decorated soldier after having risen from a machine gun private to command of a machine gun Battalion of 64 guns in 1918.  Major Percy Black DSO DCM Croix de Guerre, was killed at Bullecourt on the 17th of April 1917 fighting with the 16th.  It was Harry Murray who had the traumatic task of cutting his friend from the wire after an action which cost the Battalion 650 casualties of the 800 who went into action.  Lt Arnold Potts (later Brigadier A.W. Potts DSO OBE MC of Kokoda Track fame) led his 45 men of the 4th Light Trench Mortar Battery in the action and lost 34 of them, some by 'friendly' fire from the new fangled British tanks.  The 4th Brigade lost a total of 2450 men of the 3000 who fought on that fateful morning.

After the war the survivors returned to Australia.  One estimate has it that well over 10,000 men passed through the ranks of the 1000 man Battalion during the course of the war.  Some of them joined various militia units in the 1920s and 1930s but it was not until 1936 that a citizen military forces unit, the 16th Battalion, The Cameron Highlanders, was formed to train a new generation of young men as war clouds loomed in Europe.  The unit operated out of headquarters at the foot of William Street in Perth and was subsequently to provide many of the future officers and NCO's of the armed services when eventually war was declared in September, 1939. 

Battle Honours

	ANZAC
	Pozieres
	Passchendaele
	Hindenburg Line

	Landing at ANZAC 
	Bullecourt
	Arras 1918
	Epehy

	Defence at ANZAC 
	Messines 1917
	Ancre 1918
	France & Flanders 1916-1918

	Suvla
	Ypres 1917
	Hamel
	

	Somme 1916 
	Menin Road
	Amiens
	

	Somme 1918 
	Polygon Wood
	Albert 1918
	


Casualties

· 1127 killed, 1955 wounded (including gassed) 

Commanding Officers

· Pope, Harold 

· Margolin, Eliazar Lazar 

· Drake-Brockman, Edmund Alfred 

· Harwood, Ross 

· Tilney, Leslie Edward 
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Lance Corporal Thomas Leslie Axford, VC
PTE T.L.Axford, Hamel Woods 1917
On 4 July 1918 during the attack at Vaire and Hamel Woods, France, when the advance of the adjoining platoon was being delayed in uncut wire and machine-gun fire, and his company commander had become a casualty, Lance-Corporal Axford charged and threw bombs amongst the enemy gun crews. He then jumped into the trench, and charging with his bayonet, killed 10 of the enemy and took six prisoners. He threw the machine-guns over the parapet and the delayed platoon was able to advance. He then rejoined his own platoon and fought with it during the remainder of the operations.
	Date of birth
	1894-06-18 
	Carrieton, SA 

	Other 
	1912 - 1915 
	Served in the 84th Infantry Regiment of the AMF 

	Date and unit at enlistment 
	1915-07-19 
	Allocation to the 11th Reinforcements of the 16th BN. 

	Date of embarkation 
	1915-11-01 
	Embarked on HMAT Benalla. 

	Date wounded 
	1916-08 
	Shell shocked. 

	Date wounded 
	1917-08 
	 

	Date promoted 
	1918-02 
	Promoted to Lance Corporal. 

	Date of honour or award 
	1918-07 
	Awarded the Military Medal. 

	Date promoted 
	1918-07 
	Promoted to Corporal. 

	Date of honour or award 
	1918-07-04 
	Awarded the Victoria Cross for action at Vaire and Hamel Woods. 

	Date returned to Australia 
	1918-10 
	 

	Date of discharge 
	1919-02-06 
	Discharged in Perth. 

	Date and unit at enlistment (ORs) 
	1941-06-25 
	Served with the Western Australian Echelon and Records Office. 

	Date of discharge 
	1947-04-14 
	Discharged with the rank of Sergeant. 

	Date of death
	1893-10-11 
	


390 Sergeant Martin O'Meara, VC [image: image2.jpg]



Between 9/12 August 1916 at Pozières, France, during four days of very heavy fighting, Private O'Meara repeatedly went out and brought in wounded officers and men from "No Man's Land" under intense artillery and machine-gun fire. He also volunteered and carried up ammunition and bombs through a heavy barrage to a portion of the trenches which was being heavily shelled at the time. Throughout this period he showed utter contempt of danger and undoubtedly saved many lives. PTE O'Meara was wounded on three occasions.
	Date of birth
	1885-12-31 
	Lorrha, County Tipperary, Ireland 

	Date & unit at enlistment 
	1915-08-19 
	16 Battalion. 

	Date of honour or award 
	1916-08-09 - 1916-08-12 
	Awarded Victoria Cross for action at Pozieres, France with 16 Battalion, 4 Brigade, 4 Division as a PTE. 

	Date wounded 
	1916-08-12 
	WIA for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

	Date wounded 
	1917-04 
	 

	Date wounded 
	1917-08 
	 

	Date promoted 
	1918-03-13 
	Appointed Corporal. 

	Date promoted 
	1918-08-30 
	Appointed Sergeant. 

	Date discharged 
	1919-11-30 
	Discharged in Perth. 

	Date of death
	1935-12-20 
	Perth, WA 
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Lawrence Dominic 'Fats' McCarthy, VC 

LT L.McCarthy, Hindenburg Line 1917 
On 23 August 1918, near Madam Wood, east of Vermandovillers, France, the battalion was heavily opposed by well-posted machine-guns. Lieutenant McCarthy, realizing the situation, dashed across the open ground with two men to the nearest post, where, having out-distanced his companions, he put the gun out of action, then continued fighting his way down the trench. Later, having been joined by one of his men, together they bombed their way along the trench until contact was established with an adjoining unit. During this action Lieutenant McCarthy had killed 20 of the enemy, taken 50 prisoners and captured 5 machine-guns. 

When he jumped into the last trench the surrendering Germans closed in on him from all sides, took his revolver, patted him on the back and then allowed him to lead them back to the Australian lines. He handed over 500 metres of captured trench to the British. This feat was described in the official history as being, next to Jacka’s at Pozieres, perhaps the most effective individual feat in the history of the AIF. 

	Date of birth
	1892-01-21 
	York, WA 

	Date and unit at enlistment 
	1914-10-16 
	Went to Blackboy Hill Camp to Join 16th BN as a private. 

	Other 
	1915-04-26 
	The 16th Battalion landed at Gallipoli. 

	Date promoted 
	1915-05-13 
	Appointed lance corporal. 

	Date promoted 
	1915-07-19 
	Appointed corporal. 

	Other 
	1915-09 
	Evacuated due to illness and rejoined the unit in late November. 

	Date promoted 
	1915-09-01 
	Appointed sergeant. 

	Other 
	1915-12-20 
	Left Gallipoli. 

	Other 
	1916-06 
	16th Battalion deployed in France. 

	Other 
	1916-08 
	The 16th BN was in action at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm. 

	Other 
	1917-03-08 
	Appointed company sergeant major. 

	Date commissioned 
	1917-04 
	Appointed to 2nd lieutenant. 

	Date wounded 
	1917-04 
	Wounded in the first attack on Bullecourt and evacuated to England. 

	Date honour/award 
	1917-11 
	French Croix de Guerre. 

	Date promoted 
	1917-11-01 
	Appointed to lieutenant. 

	Other 
	1918-02 
	Trained troops in England. 

	Other 
	1918-08 
	McCarthy's position training troops finished when he rejoined his battalion in France. 

	Date honour/award 
	1918-08-23 
	Awarded VC for action at near Madame Wood, west of Vermandovillers, France,a LT with 16 BN 4th BDE, 4th Div. 

	Other 
	1918-11-21 
	Fell ill and evacuated to hospital rejoining the 16th Battalion on 7 January 1919. 

	Date returned to Australia 
	1919-12-20 
	 

	Date of discharge 
	1920-08-06 
	McCarthy was demobilised. 

	Date of death
	1975-05-25 
	Melbourne, VIC 


Between the Wars

16th Infantry Battalion / The Goldfields Regiment 

After the First World War the defence of the Australian mainland lay with the part time soldiers of the Citizens Military Force, otherwise known as the Militia. The Militia was organized to maintain the structure of the First AIF and kept the same numerical designations. 

The 16th Battalion became a CMF (Citizen's Militia Force) unit with effect from 1 October 1918. The regimental area included a number of Perth suburbs. 1921 saw reallocation of regimental areas and various units were combined to form new units. The designation '16th' was transferred to the CMF Infantry in Kalgoorlie and Boulder (The Goldfields Regiment). 

During the 1920s the Goldfields Regiment became so depleted in strength that by 1930 it disappeared as a separate unit from the Order of Battle. Its numerical designation was then linked with the 11th Battalion, henceforth designated 11/16th Battalion. 

Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia
Early in 1936, Dr C.W. Courtney a former officer of the 5th Battalion (The Victorian Scottish Regiment) offered to raise a Scottish regiment in Perth.

This proposal aroused a great deal of interest, as a result the WA Highland Regiment was formed. There was a unanimous desire for the proposed regiment to adopt the dress and name of ‘Cameron Highlanders’. 

The proposal for raising the unit was approved and within six weeks over 280 applicants for enlistment had been received, the minimum required by the Military authorities being 250. The newly formed Scottish unit was given approval to bear the designation of 16th Battalion (The Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia). 

In 1936 Perth’s 16th Infantry Battalion became the “Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia” and was linked with the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. The 16th carried out the traditions of the Cameron Highlanders by having an “excellent” band of 16 pipers and seven drummers.

2/16 Infantry Battalion AIF

The 2/16th Battalion was formed in Perth, Western Australia, on 20 April 1940 and conducted its basic training at Northam Camp as part of the 21st Bde AIF. A large number of the battalion’s original recruits were men from the Western Australian goldfields who gave the battalion a hard and rough character. It embarked for overseas at Fremantle on 25 October, and after a brief stop in India en-route, arrived in Egypt on 25 November. After disembarkation, the battalion moved straight to Palestine to complete its training.

1943 was spent training as part of the 7the Division in North Queensland until July when they travelled to take part in the campaign along the Markham and Ramu Valleys. The battalion once again distinguished itself by capturing the notorious Shaggy Ridge from the Japanese on 27th December. Once again the unit returned to North Queensland for further reinforcement and training for the landing at Balikpapan on 29th January 1945. The unit remained in Borneo until the Japanese surrender, and was then disbanded. 

WWII

Middle East

As part of the 7th Australian Division, the 2/16th’s first operational assignment of war was to bolster the defences along the Egypt–Libya frontier against an expected German attack. It occupied positions at Maaten Bagush and Mersa Matruh throughout much of April and May 1941, before returning to Palestine in preparation for its first offensive operation – the invasion of Syria and Lebanon. Their first campaign was in Syria against the Vichy French Foreign Legion Forces. 
For the 2/16th Battalion the Syria and Lebabnon Campaign, beginning on 8 June, with Major Potts MC in command of the advance guard. The 25 mile advance to the Litani River was made over difficult, mountainous country.  Its major battles were the crossing the Litani River on 9 June characterised by difficult and costly actions against well-entrenched Vichy French troops. After four days the depleted ranks of the 2/16th Battalion moved north again, clearing out scattered pockets of resistance. By this time, after four weeks of campaigning, casualties and sickness had reduced the effective 2/16th strength to 270 men
The 2/16th suffered the most casualties (264) of any of the Australian battalions involved, the unsuccessful attempt to capture Sidon on 13 June, and the seizure of El Atiqa Ridge, as part of the battle of Damour, on 6 July.

There followed a period of well-earned rest in Beirut after which the battalion was allotted a peace-keeping role at Syr, 6,500 feet above sea level where they spent Christmas and New Year in ice, snow, sleet and mud. 
The 2/16th remained in Lebabnon after the armistice of 12 July as part of the Allied garrison force in Beirut until Dec 1941. 

This time the men did not have long to wait to learn of their new role. Fate had already decided. To the north of Australia, Japanese forces were moving rapidly down the Malayan peninsula and spreading their tendrils across the south-west Pacific region towards Australia

After sailing from Egypt on 30 January 1942, most of the 2/16th – over 350 members of the battalion had absented themselves without leave when their transport had called briefly at Fremantle – disembarked at Adelaide on 25 March 1942. 

Kokoda Track
The battalion’s stay in Australia was brief. On 12 August it arrived at Port Moresby. It was immediately sent over the Kokoda Track to reinforce the 30th Bde (Militia) and by 29 August was in action against the Japanese at Abuari on the Track. The unit then took part in the costly withdrawal south fighting a series of desperate actions back along the track. It suffered particularly heavily at Mission Ridge on 8 September when it had to fight its way out of a Japanese encirclement. 

The 2/16th’s ordeal ended with its relief at Imita Ridge on 16 September (Unit’s birthday). When the battalion was taken out of the line on 26 Sep it numbered 142 men. 

After the 143 remaining men (of the original 1500 or so who went up the Track) were finally withdrawn as the fresh 25th Brigade took over, the survivors of Maroubra Force were paraded before their Commander-In-Chief, General Sir Thomas Blamey at Koitaki The men became very angry when they may have misconstrued the CinC statement about running like rabbits.
By this time the battalion was so weak that it had been amalgamated with the 2/14th to form a composite battalion.

Gona
After a short rest, the 2/16th, consisting of only two companies, again functioning as a separate battalion, with 21st Bde was flown to Popondetta to take part in the battles of Buna and Gona. Joined operations at Gona on 26 November. Casualties were high. Some weeks later they were sent back in across open ground against well prepared Japanese positions when it was well known that it was virtually suicide to do so. The controversies about those decisions still rage to this day.  

 2/16th left Gona, on 7 January 1943, only 56 strong. 
Much needed reinforcements came from the break-up of Colonel Harry Murray's 16th Motor Regiment
On the 15th Jan 43 the battalion (now numbering 66) was flown out of the battle area and sent to the Atherton Tableland in North Queensland. The 7th Division was to take part in the campaign along the Markham and Ramu Valleys.
The 2/16th was back in Papua by early August. It spent a month training near Port Moresby before moving to New Guinea to play a minor role in the Lae operations in mid-September. Soon after it was moved by air to Kiapit, in the Ramu Valley and subsequently advanced to Dumpu, between 29 September and 4 October. In the ensuing months it was involved in patrol actions in the upper reaches of the Ramu Valley and into the Finsterre Mountains. 

Its greatest achievement, and only major attack, during these operations was the capture of Shaggy Ridge between 27 and 28 December. The battalion returned Port Moresby on 4 January 1944 and Australia on 20 March.

Balikpapan
The 2/16th’s left Australia for its last operation of the war on 3 June 1945. It landed at Balikpapan, eastern Borneo region on 1 July and encountered its heaviest fighting of the campaign that day, but was involved in patrol operations until the end of the war on 15 August. 
After peace was declared on 15 Aug 45, many of the long term serving soldiers were sent home but the more recent battalion men, with a few seasoned veterans to guide them, such as the commanding officer Major John (Ben) Hearman, acted as a peace-keeping force from mid-October to late January in the Celebes until finally sent home. The unit sailed for home for the last time on 2 February and was disbanded in Brisbane later that month 1946.
Battle Honours
	North Africa 
	South-West Pacific 1942-1945 
	Gona
	Borneo 1945

	Syria 1941 
	Kokoda Trail
	Amboga River
	Balikpapan

	Syrian Frontier 
	Isurava
	Lae-Nadzab
	

	The Litani 
	Eora Creek-Templeton's Crossing I
	Liberation of Australian New Guinea
	

	Wadi Zeini 
	Ioribaiwa Efogi-Menari
	Ramu Valley
	

	Damour
	Buna-Gona
	Shaggy Ridge
	


Casualties

· 223 dead, 448 wounded 

Decorations

· 3 DSO 

· 1 MBE 

· 6 MC and 2 bars 

· 5 DCM 

· 20 MM and one bar 

· 63 MID 

16th Infantry Battalion in World War II (Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia)

With the entry of Japan into the war in December 1941, 16th Battalion mobilised and commenced intensive training in the Peel Estate areas, south of Perth. Throughout 1942, 16th Battalion was engaged in coast watching activities 

Like the other battalions in the Western Australia’s 13th Brigade (11th and 28th Battalions) the 16th had a long war primarily carrying out garrison duties. As part of the 4th Division, the 13th Brigade remained in Western Australia and during the second half of 1942 was III Corps’s main infantry force. III Corps was responsible for the state’s defence. 
In 1943 the 13th Brigade moved to the Northern Territory, relieved the 3rd Infantry Brigade in defence of the Darwin Fortress area. where the 28th was based at 49 Mile Creek. The brigade’s commander, Brigadier Eric George Henderson McKenzie, held the longest brigade command of the war. June 1940 and relinquished in May 1945 because of illness.

The long period of static garrison ended towards the end of 1944, when the 13th Brigade became part of the 5th Division.
New Britain

In late November 1944, the battalion was embarked on the US ship ‘Evangeline’ for the island of New Britain to Jacquinot Bay. The 13th Brigade (commanded by BRIG McKenzie) was settled in at Jacquinot. At Waitavalo Plantation Active service was seen. Based in the Bulus area, from the second week in April to the end of the Second World War, the 16th sent out daily patrols into the surrounding jungle around Waitavalo. 
Rather than carry out a major offensive against the Japanese, the much smaller Australian force instead confined them to Rabaul and the Gazelle Peninsula with active patrolling It had been the 6th Brigade that had established the line across the Gazelle Peninsula, by patrolling between Open and Wide Bay. The 13th Brigade was to hold this line and patrol forward from it but did not make any major move beyond it into Japanese-controlled territory. It remained at the bay until mid-April 1945, when it moved to Wide Bay to relieve the 6th Brigade.

After the war in September 13th Brigade moved to Rabual, to assist in supervising the Japanese prisoners. In January 1946 the brigade returned to Australia and in February the 16th was disbanded at Puckapunyal.

Battle Honours

· Liberation of Australian New Guinea 

· Waitavolo 

Casualties

· 10 died 

· 14 wounded 

Commanding Officers

· Horley, Ronald John 

· McDonald, Herbert Hector 

· Sanderson, William Lauchlan 

Decorations

· 5 MID 

Post War Reorganisation

Following the disbandment of 16th Battalion in January 1946, a short dormant period existed until 1948 when the Citizen Forces were reactivated. This year saw the reformation of the Battalion under the linked titled of 16th/28th Infantry Battalion. (The Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia Regiment). 

In 1952 with the inflow of National Service trainees into the CMF, the 16th/28th Battalion was reactivated as separate battalions. With the adoption of the Pentropic establishment in 1960, 16th Battalion was amalgamated with 11/44th and 28th Battalion to form ‘1st Battalion’. The Royal Western Australia Regiment. In July 1965 1 RWAR was split to form 1 RWAR and 2 RWAR. 

On 1st January 1966, 1st and 2nd Battalion of Royal Western Australia Regiment were redesignated as 16th and 11th Battalions Royal Western Australia Regiment respectively. In 1976 16 RWAR and 11 RWAR were reorganised. 16 RWAR was allocated the country depots north of Perth, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton whilst 11 RWAR was redesignated 11 Independent Rifle Company (IRC) and allocated the country depots south of Perth, Albany, Katanning and Bunbury. Also in 1976, 28 IRC came under the command of 16 RWAR. It was not until December 1979 that 16 RWAR and 28 IRC were separated. 16 RWAR remained at Cameron Barracks, Victoria Park and 28 IRC moved to Irwin Barracks. 

During early 1988 the metropolitan elements of 16 RWAR moved to Cameron Lines at Karrakatta to form part of the re-raised 13th Brigade. 

Today, the 2/16th Battalion Association, the 16th Battalion, The Cameron Highlanders of Western Australia Association and the current 16th Battalion, Royal West Australian Regiment which centres its activities on Irwin Barracks, Karrakatta in Perth, Western Australia, have joined together to preserve the traditions of these famous units.
1999 to Present.

The Battalions activities and operations from 1999 have included;

OP WARDEN 1999 (Reinforcements to 6 RAR), 

OP GOLD 2000 (Sydney Olympics), 
Pacific Reserve to Hawaii , 
Rifle Coy Butterworth (RCB 64) Malaysia Nov 2003 - Feb 2004, 
OP RELEX (intercept and deter vessels. carrying unauthorised arrivals from entering Australia),
Op Acolyte providing security to the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne  2005 ,
Joint exercise in New Zealand 2005.

OP ANODE 2007-08 (Rotation 14 to Solomon Is.), 
OP TESTAMENT 2008 (Pope’s visit),
RCB 2008 

OP ANODE 2008-09 (Rotation 17 to Solomon Islands)

RCB 2009 Rotation 87

OP ANODE 2009-10 (Rotation 20 to Solomon Islands)

