ASAFA Men’s report – National Carnival in Melbourne, 15-19 April 09

By Michael Weaver
There was no prouder person than Navy men’s team captain LEUT Aaron Convery after his charges dominated Army and Air Force to win back the Jimmy Smail Cup at the Australian Services Australian Football Association National Championships in Melbourne from 15-19 April.
At his 12th national carnival representing Navy, LEUT Convery tasted just his second championship victory on an overcast Sunday afternoon at Western Oval, the home ground of the Western Bulldogs AFL team.
After being handed the coveted Jimmy Smail Cup from Jimmy’s son Andrew, the Navy men’s and women’s teams rejoiced in their significant achievements.

“I’m just so proud. I’m really proud of the boys,” said LEUT Convery after the 57-point victory against Army to clinch the championship.
“We had a pretty short preparation of three days, but in that time the team bonded better than they ever have.
“It’s a phenomenal effort. It’s a big day for Navy footy. The girls got up and set the scene and the blokes have followed it this year by beating the Army. Anytime you beat the Army is always a bonus and the same said for the Air Force, because it’s getting harder and harder to get the players released.

“But to actually win today and captain the side, I couldn’t more proud and it really is a phenomenal effort by all involved.”
The opening game at Port Melbourne on 15 April was a dour affair between Air Force and Army, with two serious injuries to Air Force players halting their momentum late in the game.

Air Force began with five goals in the first quarter before carrying that margin into the break at half-time. Army responded with four goals in the third quarter to reduce the margin, while a further four goals in the last quarter saw them overrun Air Force by just 10 points.

Navy then unveiled its intentions in the second game on 17 April at Western Oval, with a comprehensive 82-point victory against Air Force.
Air Force players remained competitive in the second half to stem the tide of Navy goals, but Navy’s fresh legs and lack of injuries helped its cause to set up a championship final showdown against rivals Army.

The final saw Navy continue to dominate with a blistering seven goals in the first quarter, four of which came from the boot of full forward AB Simon Horner, who was judged the men’s best and fairest player.

Army started to build some pressure in the second term, with three goals, however Navy matched the pace with three also for a 32-point lead at half-time.

Navy coach PO John Tootell asked his players for five goals in the crucial third term, and Navy had that box ticked just over midway through the quarter, while Army was only able to add one goal.
Going into the last quarter, Navy sensed a stirring victory and added another three goals. Army to its credit, never gave up and kicked four of their own, however the damage had been done and Navy celebrated its last two goals of the match with pride.

LEUT Convery praised all involved behind the scenes for their contributions and said Navy football will keep building on the back of its third victory at the inter-service carnival.
He also applauded the effort of all players, particularly full forward AB Simon Horner, who is being watched by WAFL club Peel Thunder.
“Simon was in the Persian Gulf last year and I’ve got no doubt his presence made a difference this week. Not only does he play well himself but he brings a lot of other people into the contest,” LEUT Convery said.
“Our backline today was phenomenal – they worked hard for each other, they ran and they were disciplined. Our midfield was probably stronger than the Army and I can’t remember the last time I could say that. The boys just didn’t let anyone down especially themselves – there were definitely no passengers.
“Our ruckman LS James ‘Dusty’ Miller in probably his fourth carnival really stood up and he’s only in his mid-20s so he’s going to be good for Navy footy for another four or five years.
“We now obviously want to keep these guys together. There’s probably about another six we could bring back in, but it’s up to them to put pressure on the guys that are here.

_________________________
Air Force comments – captain CPL Sean McGrath:
“The first game against Army was definitely one we let go. We ran out of legs a little bit towards the end and just made some silly mistakes and buckled under a little bit of pressure really.

“I’m glad we didn’t lie down in the second game against Navy.
“We’re still struggling to get the players who we know are out there just through work commitments. I’m estatic with the players we got here in the end but I’d be happy to have a few more to choose from. 
“We came with a squad of 25 players, then lost Murray Woodcock to a broken leg and Travis McKee to a broken arm on the Wednesday.

“We worked out there were 12-13 first-year players this year, so they’ve all had their first taste of inter-service footy. And what we find is that once they get a taste, they come back, so hopefully we can get say 60-70 per cent of those guys back again next year and we’ll be in better shape.”
Best players: CPL Josh Barton at centre half-forward in both games; LAC Aaron Clayden; backline players CPL Stuart bond, LAC Jarrod McMullen and first-year player LAC Jacob Berry.

_________________________

Army men’s captain SGT Tim Smith:
Army captain SGT Tim Smith was disappointed with the result, but not with his players who gave their best to be beaten by a better side in the final against Navy at the…
“We started slowly in the first game against the RAAF and they got away from us in the first half, but we were able to regroup for what was a pretty good win.
“In the final against Navy, we just got smashed through the midfield and they won a lot of centre clearances and put pressure on our backline because the ball was coming in so quickly.

“I think we just weren’t able to get those centre clearances we needed and when we did get the ball. They (Navy) used the ball a lot better than us.  When we did get the ball, we turned it over on a few occasions and the turnovers really hurt at this level of competition.
“They were just too good for us on the day and there’s no excuse really. And we’ll be back next year.”
Best players: Midfielder GNR Ben Cadzow; rover CPL Rob Frankland; and centre-halfback PTE Zac Afeaki.
