ASAFA Women’s report – National Carnival in Melbourne, 15-19 April 09

Navy women win the numbers games
By Michael Weaver
The Navy women’s Australian Football team has dominated this year’s ASAFA national carnival in Melbourne, with convincing victories against Army and then Air Force in the final to claim the 2009 Geoff Ledger Cup.
Played from April 15-19 Navy’s victory was essentially a numbers game, with its sheer strength of more skilful players paving the way for the championship win.
Army suffered slightly by being unable to form its best side, however it was the emergence of Air Force as the Service most likely to challenge Navy’s mantle.

Air Force, with 12 players for the carnival’s opening match at Port Melbourne Oval, came up against a 17-player Army team and surprised many by taking an eight-point lead into the half-time break.

A further two goals from Air Force in the second half was enough to secure a well-deserved 13-point victory and a chance to show their wares against the winner of the second match between Navy and Army.

Game two saw the women’s action played at the home of the Western Bulldogs AFL team, which was being put through its paces with a training run ahead of their away game against the West Coast Eagles in Perth.

Star recruit Jason Akermanis gave the Navy women’s players a pep talk prior to their match against Army, which paid dividends, as Navy dominated possession with strong tackling and four unanswered goals in the first quarter.

Navy’s backline repelled some early Army attacks in the second quarter, but a 50m penalty against Army saw Navy regain momentum with the first goal of the quarter.

However, Army responded with their first goal, but Navy hit straight back with two further goals to go in at half-time with a handy 37-point lead.

Navy full-forward AB Natasha Wilson continued the ascendancy with a snap goal five minutes into the resumption of play, before another two goals almost immediately, following good lead-up play by the midfield and forward flankers who created open spaces for AB Wilson to lead into.

Army finished the quarter with some attacking pressure that resulted in two minor scores and one goal, however the damage had been done, with Navy now holding a convincing 46-point lead.

Navy then held Army to just one behind in the final term, while piling on another four goals, including one just before full-time to win the match by 70 points. AB Natasha Wilson starred with 11 goals, many of which were set up by on-baller and overall women’s best player LS Trish Muller.
This set up the final, again at Western Oval, between Navy and Air Force on Sunday 19 April.
Air Force was able to bolster its numbers with a further eight players fronting for the final, however was unable to convert on the scoreboard, with just one behind registered for the game.
All players were more than competitive though and kept the pressure on a well-drilled Navy side which was relentless on securing victory.

Navy goals early in each quarter helped establish scoreboard pressure, while its midfield pressure set up many attacking raids.

A Navy goal on full-time proved the icing on the cake for a jubilant victory, which was celebrated in fine song by all players during the men’s final and presentation dinner.
_______________
Navy coach CPO Brent Irving:
“It’s a fantastic win but it’s also really good to see the Air Force have a win as well against Army. But for me, it’s been fantastic because these girls have been so dedicated.
“When they first came together in 2004, many hadn’t played much football and now all of them play club football and their skills are far more developed and it just comes down to getting the tactics and strategies to kick goals and win games.

“We lost (the championship) last year to Army, so to get it back this year for Geoff Ledger is awesome.
“This is a very tight group of people and they make this a priority to get to each year. This year, it really showed in some of the passages of football that were a delight to watch as coach.”
CPO Irving made special mention of MIDN Candice Freeman for drawing in so many players to the team and also to LS Trish Muller (midfield) and AB Tash Wilson (full forward) for their exceptional efforts in an all-round team performance.
Air Force – Possible lead par:

Air Force women’s football players have overcome the odds, injuries and player numbers to produce a stunning victory against Army and a heartening performance against Navy at the Australian Services Australian Football Association National Championships in Melbourne from 15-19 April.

Air Force coach CPL Brad King, 41 Wing:
In his first national carnival as Air Force coach, CPL Brad King was suitably impressed by the efforts of all players, who he says have put their hands up to go one better next year.

“I said to the girls after the final that the games this year were all about enjoyment and getting to know each other.

“We started something this week and all players we had here have said they will be back next year.

“In the meantime, we hope to have two or three sides in next year’s Kapooka 12s and hopefully build the basis of a successful squad just like the men.”

CPL King said it was particularly pleasing to see the endeavour of all players, with special mentions to LACW Emily Currer in the win against Army and FLGOFF Rowena Evers who was amongst the best players despite injuring her arm in the first game. CPL Debbie Grylls was also outstanding in all matches and a deserving winner of the best Air Force player of the carnival.

