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Starring: The ADF All Stars have recorded a record fifth straight win in an annual challenge against the National Emergency Services. 
Photo by Phil Barling
THE Australian Services Australian Football Association All Stars proved too strong for the National Emergency Services team in their annual challenge to record a fifth successive win in Sydney on April 28.

The All Stars successfully defended the Services Challenge Cup 10.5 (65) to 5.10 (40) against the best that NES could muster from police and fire-brigade ranks around the nation.

The game had been scheduled as a curtain-raiser to the Australian Football League match between the Sydney Swans and the Melbourne Demons at the Sydney Cricket Ground on April 28, but rain forced the match to be switched to Randwick Barracks.

That didn’t dampen the All Stars’ spirits though. 

All Stars’ coach, Air Force’s Sgt Paul James, who recently stood down after a long stint as Air Force coach at the Inter-Service Championships, said that all ADF players performed to their utmost and embodied the spirit of the Anzacs in their defence of the cup.

The All Stars began slowly against a much-improved NES team and while they led at quarter-time, the margin would have been considerably less had NES kicked accurately. 

Pulling their game together in the second quarter, the All-Stars pulled away to a handy half-time lead.

Expecting to kick away even further in the third term, the All Stars’ plans proved unfounded as NES produced good attacking football to reduce the margin and set the stage for a highly-competitive final quarter.

However, in the end, the All Stars were too strong for the NES boys and went on to win their fifth straight Services Challenge Cup.

Leading goal kicker for the All Stars was AB Simon ‘Jack’ Horner who was also voted the best on field and awarded the AB Hammond Memorial Trophy for that effort. 

“All players performed credibly in what was a real team effort,” Sgt James said. 

ALL STARS
Sub-Leut Andrew Parker, Pte Marco O’Hehir, Capt Luke Thatcher, Pte Anthony Cuthbert, AB Andrew Mazey, LAC Shannon Burke, LS Danny Maric, Cpl Adrian Borlace, AB Brent Henwood, Sgt Brad Percy, LAC Aaron Clayden, Sgt Darren Andrews, Smn Simon Horner, Sgt Lindsay Black, Cpl Nigel Peacock, Gnr Craig Marshall, PO Arron Convery, Sqn-Ldr Shane Calliess, Sgt Michael Krake, Smn Ryan Schweitzer, Cpl James Wilson, AB Dustin Roberts, Cpl Marc Brooks.


