














BOOK REVIEW < ANTONY TRENTINI

combining them in innovative ways, the Japanese were able to achieve total surprise
and tactical success. Similarly, the innovative combination of heavy cannon, agile
galleons and new tactical and operational techniques by the British fleet allowed
them to confront the much stronger Spanish Armada. As Boot writes, ‘a crucial
element of the English success was their commander’s ability to learn on the fly,
make adjustments and attempt new tactics. The Spanish paid a heavy price for their
lack of equal flexibility’

Finally, Boot makes a critical point about ‘Revolutions in Military Affairs] or
RMAs: they are only revolutions when they cause a major change in society more
generally, and not only the military. The gunpowder age forced states to adopt
modern bureaucracies, standing armies and rational models of organisation. The
first Industrial Revolution led states to raise mass armies, which necessitated the
mobilisation of their entire populations and economies. The second Industrial
Revolution required the systematic application of a state’s intellectual resources, as
well as their populations and economies, to the war effort: in the Second World War,
the radio, radar, computer, and atomic bomb
were all perfected or developed for war. This
leaves the reader with an interesting question:
does the current RMA actually qualify as a Boot lists many telling
‘revolution’? After all, the modern RMA is the examples of countries
apphcatlor.l of c1v1hz.n.1 1nformatlor.1 management that invent tech nologv,
technologies to military operations, and not /
military operations impacting upon society. Boot Oﬂly to be the least able
himself stops short of claiming that the to adapt it ...
Information Revolution is an RMA, but he states
that the effects on the military are so profound
that it is likely. Overall, Boot maintains that,
given our proximity to the Information Revolution, it is simply too early to tell. He
goes on to argue that, even if the Information Revolution does turn out to be an
RMA, it may not necessarily be Western countries that will benefit from it. Boot lists
many telling examples of countries that invent technology, only to be the least able
to adapt it: the Chinese and firearms and the British and the tank are two particularly
illustrative examples of this point.

Boot has taken on the difficult task of compressing 500 years of history into
500-odd pages, and has done a good job. Boot’s narrative flows well, and makes
for easy reading. His conclusions are clearly drawn. This is an appealing work that,
while not the final word, serves as a useful examination of the broad relationship
between emerging technology and the course of war.
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TITLES TO NOTE

Listed below is a selection from the review copies that have arrived at the Australian
Army Journal. Reviews for many of these books can be found online in the relevant
edition of the Australian Army Journal at: http://www.defence.gov.au/army/lwsc/
Publications/journal/journal.htm

Barefoot Soldier, Johnson Beharry, VC, Sphere, ISBN 9780751538793, 434pp.

A Devil’s Triangle: Terrorism, Weapons of Mass Destructions and Rogue
States, Peter Brookes, Rowman & Littlefield, ISBN 0742549534, 272 pp.

A Distant Grief, Bart Ziino, University of Western Australia Press,
ISBN 1920694897, 243pp.

Against Empire, Zillah Eisenstein, Spinifex Press, ISBN 84277395X, 236pp.

An Incomplete History of World War I, Edwin Kiester Jr., Murdoch Books,
ISBN 9781740459709, 208pp.

An Introduction to the Causes of War, Greg Cashman & Leonard Robinson,
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, ISBN 0742555100, 400pp.

Creating Military Power: The Sources of Military Effectiveness, Risa A. Brooks
& Elizabeth A. Stanley (eds), Stanford University Press, ISBN 0804753997,
264pp.

Exit A: A Novel, Anthony Swoftord, Scribner, ISBN 978-0743270380, 304 pp.

Expendable Warriors: The Battle of Khe Sanh and the Vietnam War, Bruce
B.G. Clarke, Praeger Security International, ISBN, 0275994805, 192pp.

Fighting Talk: Forty Maxims on War, Peace and Strategy, Colin S. Gray,
Praeger Security International, ISBN 0275991318, 208pp.

Gallipoli: The Western Australian Story, Wes Olsen, University of Western
Australia Press, ISBN 192069482X, 396pp.
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o Global Security Governance, Emil J. Kirchner & James Sperling (eds),
Routledge, ISBN 0415391628, 290pp.

o He was my Father, Harry Hill, Roseberg Publishing, ISBN 1877058556, 144 pp.

o Mutiny, Terrorism, Riots and Murder, Kevin Baker, Rosenberg Publishing,
ISBN 1877058491, 192pp.

 Oil Wars, Mary Kaldor, Terry Lynn Karl and Yahia Said (eds), Pluto Press,
ISBN 0745324789, 294pp.

« Prisoners of the Japanese, Roger Bourke, University of Queensland Press,
ISBN 0702235644, 208 pp.

« September 11, 2001 Feminist Perspectives, Susan Hawthorne & Bronwyn
Winter (eds), Spinifex Press, ISBN 1876756276, 500pp.

o Taking on Tehran: Stratetgies for Confronting the Islamic Republic, Ilan
Berman (ed.), Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, ISBN 074255807X, 118pp.

o The Anglosphere Challenge, James C. Bennett, Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, ISBN 0742533336, 352pp.

o The Punishment of Virtue, Sarah Chayes, University of Queensland Press,
ISBN 0702235881, 416pp.

o Well Done Those Men, Barry Heard, Scribe Publications, ISBN 1921215364,
336pp.

o Tehran Rising, llan Berman (ed.), Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,
ISBN 0742549054, 224pp.

o The Cold War and After: Capitalism, Revolution and Superpower Politics,
Richard Saull, Pluto Press, ISBN 0745320945, 262 pp.

Are you interested in writing a book review for the Australian Army Journal? Please
contact the AAJ at army.journal@defence.gov.au, stating your areas of interest, and
we can provide you of a list of the books available (you will be provided with a free
copy that is yours to keep).
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LETTERS AND COMMENTARY

TO THE EDITORS

In December of 2003, the Australian Army Journal (AA]) editorialised that ‘the place
of intellectual mastery in preparing armies for warfighting is now well established
and Western military journals have often played a key role in shaping change’ It
posed a series of questions linked to army personnel, education, training, force
structure and how best to meet the challenges of the complex battlefield of the
21st-century. The AAJ has proven itself to be ‘the main forum for such an exchange
of ideas’ and has consistently delivered relevant articles that have stimulated written
debate. This should be applauded.

But the question needs to be asked: how many officers and soldiers actually read
and discuss the ideas presented in the AAJ? The day-to-day intellectual forums
reside in the units where the soldiers and officers work together to put into practice
ideas and doctrine that make for a better army. The AAJ loses its relevance if these
men and women are not engaged by it. At present, the AAJ could do more to build
a readership within the junior ranks. My observation is that the AAJ needs to lift
its profile and restate its purpose to the junior officers and soldiers in the Army.
My suggestion is that the AAJ Editorial team travel to messes and units throughout
the Army and introduce themselves over a quiet beer or two, make a case for the
journal and encourage those with ideas to speak up and put pen to paper. The AAJ
needs to extend its influence beyond Canberra and out to the soldiers who work at
the sharp end.

Andrew Hastie

Lieutenant
2nd Cavalry Regiment
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

he editors of the Australian Army Journal welcome submissions from

any source. Two prime criteria for publication are an article’s standard of

written English expression and its relevance to the Australian profession
of arms. The journal will accept letters, feature articles, review essays, e-mails and
contributions to the Point Blank and Insights sections. As a general guide on length,
letters should not exceed 500 words; articles and review essays should be between
3000 and 6000 words, and contributions to the Insights section should be no more
than 1500 words. The Insights section provides authors with the opportunity to write
brief, specific essays relating to their own experiences of service. Readers should
note that articles written in service essay format are discouraged, since they are not
generally suitable for publication.

Each manuscript should be sent by e-mail to <army.journal@defence.gov.au>, or
sent printed in duplicate together with a disk to the editors. Articles should be
written in Microsoft Word, be one-and-a-half spaced, use 12-point font in Times
New Roman and have a 2.5 cm margin on all sides. Submissions should include the
author’ full name and title; current posting, position or institutional affiliation; full
address and contact information (preferably including an e-mail address); and a
brief, one-paragraph biographical description.

The Australian Army Journal reserves the right to edit contributions in order to
meet space limitations and to conform to the journal’s style and format.

GENERAL STYLE

All sources cited as evidence should be fully and accurately referenced in endnotes
(not footnotes). Books cited should contain the author’s name, the title, the publisher,
the place of publication, the year and the page reference. This issue of the journal
contains examples of the appropriate style for referencing.

When using quotations, the punctuation, capitalisation and spelling of the
source document should be followed. Single quotation marks should be used,
with double quotation marks only for quotations within quotations. Quotations
of thirty words or more should be indented as a separate block of text without
quotation marks. Quotations should be cited in support of an argument, not as
authoritative statements.
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Numbers should be spelt out up to ninety-nine, except in the case of percentages,
where arabic numerals should be used (and per cent should always be spelt out).
All manuscripts should be paginated, and the use of abbreviations, acronyms and
jargon kept to a minimum.

BIOGRAPHIES

Authors submitting articles for inclusion in the journal should also attach a current
biography. This should be a brief, concise paragraph, whose length should not
exceed eight lines. The biography is to include the contributor’s full name and title,
a brief summary of current or previous service history (if applicable) and details
of educational qualifications. Contributors outside the services should identify the
institution they represent. Any other information considered relevant—for example,
source documentation for those articles reprinted from another publication—should
also be included.
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