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9th Battalion

The Royal Queensland Regiment
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The Fighting Ninth 
“First Ashore”
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HISTORY OF TH 9th BATTALION

THE BEGINNING
1. On the 9th of Feb 1860, a notice was placed in the Moreton Bay Courier calling for unpaid volunteers for a local Defence force. The proposal was as follows:


a. A Unit of 25 mounted riflemen to serve as cavalry – each to provide his own horse and accoutrements, and


b. Two companies of 50 men to serve as Infantry.


2. The title “Brisbane Free Rifles” was bestowed upon them, but public apathy, high absenteeism and a lack of support from the government saw the two companies having to merge. By late feb1863 they had disbanded due to lack of numbers.
SPRING HILL AND FORTITUDE VALLEY VOLUNTEER RIFLE CORPS

3. In March 1867 the “Spring Hill and Fortitude Valley Volunteer Rifle Corps” commonly referred to as the “Frogs Hollow Rangers” was formed under the command of Charles Lilley (later to be Queensland’s fourth Premier). They too were unpaid but as an inducement for service, legislation was passed in 1868 approving land grants specifying that for a period of five years satisfactory service, ten acres (suburban) or fifty acres (country) could be made. This practice was continued for eight years and a total of 439 grants were made.

THE FIRST REGIMENT OF QUEENSLAND INFANTRY

(1st QUEENSLANDERS)
[image: image4.emf]
4. The building up of both French and Russian Naval vessels in Pacific waters forced a review of the defences and by 1876 the Queensland Defence Force Infantry consisted of The First Regiment of four companies based in Brisbane, (generally known as “The First Queenslanders”) The Second Regiment had troops in Ipswich, Toowoomba, Warwick, Maryborough and Rockhampton along with Artillery and Engineers. In time this expanded to the 3rd and 4th Regiment although they did not develop to the extent of the 1st Regiment due mainly to the population base in the south east of the state. In time the unit expanded to eight companies and briefly a second battalion was raised.

5. On the 29th of March 1886, Lady Musgrave presented the Colours of the First Regiment of Queensland Infantry (Moreton Regiment).  The motto “PRO ARIS ET FOCIS was adopted by the unit, (For God and our Homes).


6. 1891, the unit along with others was called upon to provide support to assist the police in enforcing civil law in the shearers strike leaving Brisbane on the 26 March and remaining in the Barcaldine area until June.
BOER WAR
7. In 1889, many individual members of the unit volunteered for service in South Africa in a mounted infantry role remaining there until May 1902.  A banner for their service is displayed in the museum at Enoggera although the unit itself did not participate. In all, nine contingents left from Queensland, three as part of the Queensland Defence Force and after Federation, six more as part of the new Australian Army. It was in this latter period that the first examples of what was to become “the rising sun” hat badge began to appear.
FEDERATION

8. Upon federation, all the state defence forces were amalgamated into the Australian Army. Senior units were numbered 1 to 12 and the First Queenslanders passed into history becoming The 9th Australian Infantry Regiment (9AIR). Under “Universal Training” (a type of national service) introduced in 1911 the unit became the 9th Battalion The Moreton Regiment.
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WORLD WAR ONE

9. With the declaration of war against Germany on 4 August 1914, the 9th Battalion became part of the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Division, Australian Imperial Force (AIF) forming at Enoggera. The Brigade consisted of the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Battalions- 9th from Queensland, 10th from South Australia, 11th from Western Australia, and 12th from Queensland and Tasmania.



10. On 22 Sep 1914, the 9th Battalion boarded the SS Omrah (HMAT A5) bound for the Middle East. While enroute, they provided a guard for 44 survivors of the SMS Emden, sunk off Cocos Island by HMAS Sydney.  On arrival in Egypt, the Battalion established a campsite at Mena near Cairo.  They moved to Mudros Camp on the island of Lemnos on 27 Feb1915. The black over sky blue colour patch was issued on the 15 Apr 1915 to identify units in the forthcoming action.


11. The black identified the 9th Battalion, and the sky blue was the colour allotted to the 3rd Brigade. In time the colour patch came to embody memories of dead mates and shared experiences. Individuals refused postings to other units even if it meant promotion because they would lose their beloved colour patch. Wives and girl friends wore miniatures of the patch, local churches and halls were decorated in the local unit’s colours. This was a system, unique to Australia, which survived until after World War 2. In 1988 the colour patch was reintroduced but worn only on the puggaree.


GALLIPOLI
12. At 4.28 am on the 25th Apr 1915, the Battalion as part of the 3rd Brigade landed as vanguard of the covering force. The unit has the distinction of having the first man ashore, Lt. Duncan Chapman, an officer from Maryborough. The peninsula was held until 16 Nov 1915 with the unit losing 236 killed in action and 390 wounded.  Upon the evacuation from Gallipoli the unit formed part of the defence of Egypt. While there, the battalion split in two, half the unit forming the 49th Battalion.

FRANCE

13. In March 1916, the unit moved to the Western Front in France and Flanders, taking up a position in the Ypres sector. In July 1916, Private John Leak gained the Victoria Cross in heavy fighting around the village of Pozieres on the Somme. It was at this time that Major Wilder-Nelligan led what was later described as the most brilliantly executed raid of the war, against German trenches. In August the battalion was committed to heavy fighting around Moquet Farm west of Pozieres. October saw them in the line again at Flers. 


14. In February 1917 after the Battle of the Maze, it was then moved to Agincourt, following this, the unit was again heavily committed in the second Battle of Bullecourt in May. This was followed by the second Battle of Ypres and later Polygon Wood. There was further action at Steenbeque, Broodseinde Ridge and Passchendaele.
15. Early in 1918 they were back on the Somme for action at Hazebrouck, Lyons, Freissy and Cappy. Their last action of the war was at Villeret.

16. During the course of the war, the Battalion suffered 3453 casualties.

a. Killed in Action – 778

b. Died of Wounds- 244

c. Wounded- 2039

d. Gassed- 329

e. POW – 9.


17. Decorations:    VC (1);  CB (1);  CMG (1);  DSO (5);   MC (36);  With one bar (2);   With two bars (1);  DCM (35);  MM (158);  MVO (1);  MSM (4);  MID (52);  Honourable Mentions (20);  Medialle Militaire (1);  Croix de Guerre (3);  Medialle D’Honneur  Avec Glaives (1);  ANZAC Medal (94) and the Albert Medal (1).
BATTALION HONOURS OF WORLD WAR 1
18. Those in capitals are on the 9th Battalions Regimental Colour: Polygon Wood; DEFENCE OF ANZAC; Kemmel; YPRES 1917; Gallipoli 1915; BULLECOURT; France and Flanders; POZIERES; Suvla; HINDENBURG LINE; LANDING AT ANZAC; Poelcapelle; MENIN ROAD;  Sari Bair; SOMME 1916-18;  Epehy;  Egypt 1915-16;  AMIENS;  Passchendaele;  HAZEBROUCK;  Albert 1918; Broodseinde;  Lys.
WORLD WAR TWO

19. War was declared on 4 September 1939 and the battalion was delinked, mobilized, and placed on a war footing and allocated to the 7th Militia Brigade, 3rd Division AMF (AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES).  As with the first war, the AIF, (AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE) was again raised and their Battalions had a 2/ placed in front of their numeral, thus the 2/9th Battalion came into being as a unit of the 18th Brigade, initially of the 6th but later the 7th Australian Division. 
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