Reserve Support to Fire Ravaged Victoria

Two Army Reserve officers returned home to Townsville after providing support to a Joint Task Force (JTF) providing assistance to Victorian communities in the wake of recent bushfires.
Captain Andrew Clarke of 11CSSB and Captain Brian Smith of HQ11BDE spent two weeks in Watsonia, Victoria providing logistical support from JTF headquarters.
Captain Clarke said the experience was a good opportunity to help the Victorian communities at a critical time.
"I was honoured to help the people affected by the fires in some small way and I was proud to represent the ADF as a Reservist," Captain Clarke said.
"I was actually in Melbourne on the Saturday afternoon when I was called to ask if I would go. I got approval from my civilian employer, flew back to Townsville to pack and I was back in Victoria on Monday morning."
The pair worked alongside Reservists from Victoria and Queensland to staff a 24 hour operations system. Their responsibilities included providing kitchen and load teams, as well as co-ordinating personnel travel movements.
Captain Brian Smith said he was happy to go when he was asked.
"It was wonderful to be a part of the support effort; helping the people caught up in the fires," Captain Smith said.
Captain Clarke saw firsthand the devastation caused by the fires in the Kinglake district.
"The TV reports don't do it justice," Captain Calrke said. "It's very quiet and surreal - no leaves, no wildlife."
"The people who lived in the area didn't stand a chance of getting out on the winding roads through bush."
The JTF is primarily staffed by Army Reserve personnel. The task force provided emergency sleeping facilities to fire-affected people in Yea and Warragul, search teams, and community engagement teams to work with civilian agencies.
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