GEORGE JULIAN HOWELL

RANK:
Corporal

UNIT:

1st Battalion, 1st Brigade

DATE:

6 May 1917

PLACE:
Bullecourt, France

‘SNOWY” Howell enlisted in the AIF on 3 June 1915 and was posted as a reinforcement to the 2nd Battalion which he joined in Gallipoli on the 1st November 1915.

He went with the 1st to France and was wounded in July 1916 at the battle of Pozieres.  On the 9th of April 1917 he was awarded the Military Medal for Courage and Devotion to duty while leading a rifle bombing section during the capture of the village of Demicourt.

On the 3rd of May 1917 fourteen Divisions, including the Australian 2nd Division, attacked the Hindenburg Line.  The only two units able to take and hold their objectives were the Canadians on the extreme right and the 6th Australian Brigade on the extreme left.  During the next few days reinforcements were sent in to hold and extend the ground gained during the initial attack.

The Germans launched a counter attack on the 6th May during which they used flame-throwers, this caused the 3rd Battalion to withdraw from its trenches.  At 0600 hrs Corporal Howell notified his Battalion Headquarters that the unit to his right was withdrawing from its position.  The 1st Battalion commander hurriedly organised a group to resist the enemy assault and this led to a fierce bombing fight.  Howell, fearing that the enemy would outflank his battalion, climbed to the top of the parapet and bombed the enemy forcing them back along the trench.  When his bombs ran out Howell continued to pursue the enemy with his bayonet, but as he was exposed to heavy bomb and rifle fire it was not long before he was seriously wounded.  In the interval, the withdrawing battalions rallied and a party from the 1st reclaimed the ground lost in earlier fighting.

Corporal Howell received both the Victoria Cross and Military Medal from King George V at Buckingham Palace on 21 July 1917.  Corporal Howell died at the Perth Repatriation Hospital on 24 December 1964.

