LEONARD MAURICE KEYSOR

RANK:
Lance Corporal

UNIT:

1st Battalion, 1st Brigade

DATE:

7 – 8 August 1915

PLACE:
Lone Pine Trenches, Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey

Leonard Keysor enlisted in the AIF on 18 August 1914 and was posted to 1st Battalion which was just forming at Randwick.  Keysor embarked with his unit on 18 October, trained in the Middle East and participated in the Gallipoli landing on 25 April 1915; he was appointed Lance Corporal 20 June 1915.

It was at Lone Pine that Lance Corporal Keysor won the first of seven Victoria Crosses awarded to Australians for that battle.  The Lone Pine operation commenced just before sunset on 6 August 1915 and before darkness fell the 1st Brigade had established a line of defensive posts around Lone Pine.  Just after dark the Turks moved in reinforcements and made the first of a series of bombing attacks that were to continue for three days.

On 7 August Keysor was in a trench which was being heavily bombed by the enemy.  At great risk to himself he picked up two live Turkish bombs and threw them back at the enemy.  Although wounded, he kept throwing bombs.  The next day, at the same place, he bombed the enemy out of a position which made his trench vulnerable.  He was again wounded.

Although he was marked for hospital he stayed in the trenches and threw bombs for another company which had lost its bomb throwers.  Keysor kept throwing both Turkish bombs and crude Australian bombs, manufactured on the beach, for fifty hours before he allowed himself to be evacuated for treatment.

Leonard Keysor died in London on 12 October 1951.

