JOHN PATRICK HAMILTON

RANK
:
Private

UNIT:

3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade

DATE
:
9 August 1915

PLACE:
Lone Pine Trenches, Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey

John Hamilton enlisted in the AIF on 15 September 1914.  He joined the newly raised 3rd Battalion and embarked for Egypt with that unit on 18 October.

He took part in the original landing on 25 April 1915 and a month later was evacuated with influenza, he returned to duty on 2 June.  On 9 August the Turks launched a violent general attack along much of the front.  The northern assault was directed at the junction between the 3rd and 4th Battalions.  The Australians were forced back at Sasse’s Sap, but counter attacked and took, the position again.  Later the enemy broke through the barricade and streamed up the Sap towards the Headquarters of the 3rd Battalion.

The Adjutant ordered several men to fight off the Turks already in the trench and those still in open ground.  Private Hamilton, under cover of a few sandbags, lay out in the open directing those still in the trenches where to throw their bombs while he continued sniping fire against the Turkish bomb throwers.

His example had much to do with the enemy being driven off during this attack.

John Patrick Hamilton died at Concord Repatriation Hospital on 27 February 1961.

