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casualties. Such a list combined with sources and commentary would have done 
much to improve the book for the general reader as well as the military historian.

The Secret War is the definitive account of the nature of the Queensland Native 
Police—how it was recruited; what service was like; who was in it; and police actions 
under the conditions, context and law under which it operated—but it is let down 
by a lack of detail about its actual actions. However, its strengths overcome its weak-
nesses and I would recommend it to all those who seek a fuller understanding of 
Australia’s military history.
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Walid Phares, The War of Ideas: Jihad Against Democracy, Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007, 266 pp.

Reviewed by Lieutenant Colonel Jason Thomas

The referees for the author of this book are many and varied. Phares is, 
according to the book sleeve, a world renowned expert on Islamic based 
terrorism and the Middle-East, with many television and governmental 

interviews. It is obvious upon reading the text that his knowledge of the subject is 
indeed impressive. Additionally, he makes heavy use throughout of his own experi-
ences and the work of others. Many, but not all of his contentions are provided with 
supporting references.

Phares’ main thesis is that we are currently experiencing a global conflict of 
ideals, that of fundamental Islam versus democracy based on Western ideals. Phares 
is passionate about the necessity of the West to win. He sums up this concept as The 
War of Ideas; the book leads us to this through a brief historical introduction and an 
outlining of fundamentalist doctrines. The last chapters of the book sum up Phares’ 
‘War of Ideas’ and offers future strategies to counter this.

For a military reader, this book does offer a very good introduction to Salafist 
agendas and aims. It provides a summary of this rise of fundamentalism and 
acknowledges some of the causes. But also for the military mind, it will offer some 
points to assess. All soldiers are taught that a threat equals a capability plus an intent. 
Phares claims that this is a war of minds being waged against the West—whether 
such a war can actually mobilise the resources necessary for a decisive outcome is 
not discussed.

He does however fall victim to generalisation and oversimplification—one 
example is his treatment of Hezbollah. He places them as having an immutable and 
constant agenda, which in some cases he aligns with Salafists. This is an oversim-
plification, to say the least, and this undermines his broader thesis. He is also too 
dismissive of the importance of economic and welfare reform in combating any 
fundamentalist threat.
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This book is worth reading, not for what it achieves, but for what it tried to 
achieve. To this reader, it fails, it is overly ambitious in scope, and the author’s 
rigorous academic qualifications cannot unfortunately justify compressing his views 
into 240-odd rather iconoclastic pages. It is a good introduction to fundamentalist 
agendas, and makes the reader ponder how to operate in a world where it exists and 
when necessary must be contained. It should not, however, be read in isolation nor 
solely with similar texts cluttering the shelves of bookshops. These and The War of 
Ideas tend to oversimplify, through the mantra of globalism, what are truly complex 
issues with deep historical roots.
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Army Journal. Reviews for many of these books can be found online in the relevant 
edition of the Australian Army Journal at: http://www.defence.gov.au/army/lwsc/
Australian_Army_Journal.asp

Military Ethics•	 , C A J Coady and Igor Primoratz, Ashgate Publishing, 
ISBN 9780754624875, 546 pp.

More than an Ally? Contemporary Australia–US Relations•	 , Maryanne Kelton, 
Ashgate, ISBN 9780754673675, 226 pp.

Mr Double Seven: A Biography of Wing Commander Dick Cresswell, DFC•	 , 
George Odgers, Air Power Development Centre, ISBN 9781920800307, 170 pp.

No Clear Flight Plan: Counterinsurgency and Aerospace Power•	 , James 
Fergusson and William March (eds), Centre for Defence and Security Studies, 
ISBN 9780978086848, 238 pp.

North Korea on the Brink•	 , Glyn Ford with Soyoung Kwon, Pluto Press, 
ISBN 9780745325989, 249 pp. (Distributed in Australia by Palgrave Macmillan)

Political Economy in a Globalised World•	 , Jorgen Orstrom Moller, 
World Scientific, ISBN 9789812839107, 442 pp.

Reporting the War: Freedom of the Press from the American Revolution •	
to the War on Terrorism, John Byrne Cooke, Palgrave Macmillan, 
ISBN 9781403975157, 272 pp.

Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of American Superpower•	 , 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Basic Books, ISBN 9780465003556, 249 pp. 
(Distributed in Australia by Palgrave Macmillan)

Soldiers Made Me Look Good•	 , Lewis Mackenzie, Douglas & McIntyre, 
ISBN 9781553653509, 294 pp.



TITLES TO NOTE

page 168  •  Volume VI, Number 2  •  Australian Army Journal

The US Military Intervention in Panama: Origins, Planning, and Crisis •	
Management June 1987–December 1989, Lawrence A Yates, Center of Military 
History, United States Army, ISBN 9780160794193, 313 pp.

Three Passions and a Lucky Penny: An Autobiography•	 , Eric Stephenson, 
Air Power Development Centre, ISBN 9781920800291, 160 pp.

Toward the National Security State: Civil-Military Relations During World •	
War II, Brian Waddell, Praeger Security International, ISBN 9780275984083, 
200 pp. (Distributed in Australia by DA Information Services)

Travels in Atomic Sunshine: Australia and the Occupation of Japan•	 , 
Robin Gerster, Scribe Publications, ISBN 9781921215346, 327 pp.

We Are Soldiers Still: A Journey Back to the Battlefields of Vietnam•	 , Harold G 
Moore and Joseph L Galloway, HarperCollins, ISBN 9780061147760, 247 pp.

This Has Happened: An Italian Family in Auschwitz•	 , Pierra Sonnino, Palgrave 
Macmillan, ISBN 9780230613997, 218 pp.

World in Crisis: The End of the American Century•	 , Gabriel Kolko, Pluto Press, 
ISBN 9780745328652, 182 pp.

Political Islam in Southeast Asia•	 , Gordon P Means, Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
ISBN 9781588266781, 444 pp.

East Asian Multilateralism: Prospects for Regional Stability•	 , 
Kent E Calder and Francis Fukuyama (eds), Johns Hopkins University Press, 
ISBN 9780801888496, 280 pp. (Distributed in Australia by Footprint Books)

Lost Battles: Reconstructing the Great Clashes of the Ancient World•	 , 
Philip Sabin, Continuum Books, ISBN 9780826430151, 298 pp.

Forewarned Forearmed: Australian Specialist Intelligence Support in South •	
Vietnam, 1966-1971, Blair Tidey, Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, 
ISBN 0731554671, 84 pp.

Inside the Stalin Archives: Discovering the New Russia•	 , Jonathon Brent, 
Scribe Publications, ISBN 9781921372827, 335 pp.

Are you interested in writing a book review for the Australian Army Journal? Please 
contact the AAJ at army.journal@defence.gov.au, stating your areas of interest, and 
we can provide you of a list of the books available (you will be provided with a free 
copy that is yours to keep).
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The editors of the Australian Army Journal welcome submissions from 
any source. Two prime criteria for publication are an article’s standard of 
written English expression and its relevance to the Australian profession 

of arms. The journal will accept letters, feature articles, review essays, e-mails and 
contributions to the Point Blank and Insights sections. As a general guide on length, 
letters should not exceed 500 words; articles and review essays should be between 
3000 and 6000 words; and contributions to the Insights section should be no more 
than 1500 words. The Insights section provides authors with the opportunity to write 
brief, specific essays relating to their own experiences of service. Readers should 
note that articles written in service essay format are discouraged, since they are not 
generally suitable for publication.

Each manuscript should be sent by e-mail to <army.journal@defence.gov.au>, or 
sent printed in duplicate together with a disk to the editors. Articles should be 
written in Microsoft Word, be one-and-a-half spaced, use 12-point font in Times 
New Roman and have a 2.5 cm margin on all sides. Submissions should include the 
author’s full name and title; current posting, position or institutional affiliation; full 
address and contact information (preferably including an e-mail address); and a 
brief, one-paragraph biographical description.

The Australian Army Journal reserves the right to edit contributions in order to 
meet space limitations and to conform to the journal’s style and format.

General style

All sources cited as evidence should be fully and accurately referenced in endnotes 
(not footnotes). Books cited should contain the author’s name, the title, the publisher, 
the place of publication, the year and the page reference. This issue of the journal 
contains examples of the appropriate style for referencing.

When using quotations, the punctuation, capitalisation and spelling of the 
source document should be followed. Single quotation marks should be used, 
with double quotation marks only for quotations within quotations. Quotations 
of thirty words or more should be indented as a separate block of text without 
quotation marks. Quotations should be cited in support of an argument, not as 
authoritative statements.
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Numbers should be spelt out up to ninety-nine, except in the case of percentages, 
where arabic numerals should be used (and per cent should always be spelt out). 
All manuscripts should be paginated, and the use of abbreviations, acronyms and 
jargon kept to a minimum.

Biographies

Authors submitting articles for inclusion in the journal should also attach a current 
biography. This should be a brief, concise paragraph, whose length should not 
exceed eight lines. The biography is to include the contributor’s full name and title, 
a brief summary of current or previous service history (if applicable) and details 
of educational qualifications. Contributors outside the services should identify the 
institution they represent. Any other information considered relevant—for example, 
source documentation for those articles reprinted from another publication—should 
also be included.


