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Commanding Officerodos I ntrod

Since the last edition of this Newsletter one 24 hour period on 15-16 August has overshadowed everything

else. It was a bitter blow to lose so many fine soldiers in such a short period of time. The heartfelt
condolences of all in the Battalion go to the families of Sgt Valentine, LCpl Fullarton, Fus Annis and Fus
Carter. On the same day we also heard in Musa Qa
2 R WELSH had also died of wounds. It was then another set back a few days later to learn that Fus Bush

had not been able to survive the severe wounds that he had sustained. The only piece of good news is

that Fus James has regained consciousness in Selly Oak and has retained his sight. Rest assured that
everyone out here is working hard to the end of the tour to give some meaning to the heavy price that has

been paid.

Life in Musa Qaldéeh has been busy throughout AugL
conclusion of Op MAR LEWE 2 which placed ISAF and ANSF on much better ground in the South of the

AO. Whilst relatively little enemy activity took place on the day of the operation, we were nonetheless
fortunate not to sustain any casualties to some very close indirect fire. In addition in the days following the
operation the new patrol bases were put under significant pressure from insurgent attacks. This only came

to a halt following a very successful ANSF | ed, anc
escape routes and led to a number of enemy fighters being either killed or arrested.

The election proved to be particularly busy in Musa
disrupt the process. This involved significant intimidation of the population and the use of a large amount
of indirect and direct fire on the Election Day. Most of the fire was directed at ISAF locations. Whilst this
made for a particularly uncomfortable time for some, particularly those at Roshan Tower, the centre of

Musa Qal 6eh remained relatively secure. The proof
Musa Qal 6eh, al beit there is considerable evidence
votes cast.

A Coy in Nolay have also achieved some notable successes in the last month. Particular highlights have
been the clearance by them of 31 IEDs in one day which has to be a record in the history of the British
Army. In addition the insurgents have had it far from their own way as A Coy have identified on a number
of occasions enemy forces laying IEDs which has led to engagements with a variety of weapon systems.
Perhaps the biggest achievement for A Coy this month has been the establishment of a new joint ANA/
ISAF patrol base on a critical choke point leading into the Green Zone.

As | write Helmand in general has quietened down, largely on account of the onset of Ramadan. Those
who are fasting are finding the experience particularly difficult given that Ramadan has started this year
before the end of Summer. Much planning activity is how focussing on the end of tour but everyone is
more than aware of the difference that one 24 hour period can make between now and leaving theatre.
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On 10 Aug 09 BG(NW), together with the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), pushed the enemy
front line back by approximately 7km in the South West of the BG Area of Operation, and established 2
new ANSF patrol bases. By shoring up security in the South West, this operation effectively completed
the work started by Operation MAR LEWE back in May. Importantly, it has brought a considerable
number of Afghans under government control and away from Taliban influence. The ring of patrol bases
around the Musa Qal 6eh Focussed Area isS nhow strongeé

and the threat to other patrol bases, including

*"Musa Qal 6eh DC, has been
The operation took place in 3 stages. On

H Hour, C Company 2 RRF and a Company

@ (+) of ANSF simultaneously cleared South

through the villages of SHARMUSH SHILA

and DEH ZOHR E SOFLA (DzS)

respectively. With these clearances complete,

an American mine-clearing team known as

Task Force THOR started to clear South

down the main road that runs into Musa

Qal 6eh from the South We

been heavily sown with IEDs, which were

greatly restricting access into and out of
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Battle Group orders

Musa Qal 6eh. When the r
occupied the compounds that had been selected for
use as patrol bases. The final stage involved the con-
struction of the new patrol bases, which are now s
known as TALIBJAN and MOHIB. After a significant
engineer effort the new patrol base was officially fi§
opened on 31 August by the Commanding Officer,
Musa Qal deh Chi ef of pol
the 3rd ANA Kandah (battalion).
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Rehearsals
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Operation MAR LEWE 2
TSN

C Company conduct rehearsals C Company in the FUP

e
3 s,

Starting the clearance through SHARMUSH SHILA The clearance

F

Sniper in over watch during the clearance Lt Beavitt discusses the operation with the locals



