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The 39 Battalion and the Kokoda Track

The Activity

1. This activity is a mandatory, self-paced study task.  There are some extracts provided for you to consider.  The activity requires you to revise the Kokoda campaign, including the battles of Isurava and Gona, and make some notes to assist you in the syndicate discussion during Training Block (TB) 5.  There is no requirement to write a large amount – dot points or a summary will suffice.  

2. The exercise is completed in your own time between TB 4 and TB 5 and follows an introductory lesson on military history in TB 2 and syndicate discussions on TB 3 and TB 4.  On TB 5 you will look at a specific case study from the Kokoda campaign and, as part of a syndicate and using map models, outline developments in the example from the point of view of one of the combatants.
3. In this case at RMC you will ‘play the role’ of a Japanese or Allied soldier, sailor or officer. You will be given a biography and study notes. Participating as either ‘red’ or ‘blue’ team, you will explain your decisions, tactics or experiences during the Kokoda campaign.

4. This activity is not graded but your effective pre-course preparation (completed worksheet) is expected, as is your active participation in the case study. There are three outcomes expected. One, you will have a better understanding of the value of military history as part of your professional development. You will get a good insight into tactics at the unit and sub-unit level. This will incorporate a better understanding of the application of the principles of war and the considerations for both attack and defence. Finally, you should gain a better insight into military leadership and take some lessons you can incorporate into your own style.
Principles of War

5. You considered the Principles of War in Worksheet 1.  Revise them briefly and write down the principles in the space below.

	


Principles of Leadership
6. You considered the Principles of Leadership in Worksheet 1.  Revise them briefly and write down the principles in the space below.

	


Considerations for Defence
7. .  Revise these briefly and write down the considerations in the space below.

	


Considerations for Attack
8. Revise these briefly and write down the considerations in the space below.

	


9. The general time line for the Kokoda campaign is again tabulated for you below:
	Date
	Event

	21 July 1942
	The Japanese expeditionary force lands at their beachhead in the Gona-Sanananda-Buna area – commanded by MAJGEN Horii

	23 July 1942
	First contact between the Japanese and Australian forces at Awala – elements of the Papuan Infantry Battalion

	26 July 10942
	Australians fight company delaying action at Oivi – CAPT Templeton, OC B Coy 39 Battalion KIA

	28-29 July 1942
	First Battle of Kokoda – Japanese capture the village and prepare for advance to Port Moresby and also reinforce the beachhead as this axis of advance offers best chance to capture the capital of PNG

	28 July 1942 
	LTCOL Owen, CO 39 Battalion KIA at Battle of Kokoda

	4 August 1942
	MAJ Cameron assumes command of 39 Battalion – at Deniki

	8-10 August 1942
	Second Battle of Kokoda results in Australians recapturing the village. However, it can not be held against vastly superior forces and the withdrawal of Australians down the Kokoda Track begins

	13-14 August 1942
	Battle of Deniki

	16 August 1942
	LTCOL Ralph Honner, MC assumes command of 39 Battalion – at Isurava

	26-30 August 1942
	Battle of Isurava

	30 August 1942
	Australians continue to withdraw down the Kokoda Track

	2 September 1942
	Australians withdraw to Eora Creek

	3 September 1942
	Australians withdraw to Templeton’s Crossing

	4 September 1942
	Australians withdraw to Myola

	6 September 1942
	39 Battalion parade at Menari

	8 September 1942
	Battle of Brigade Hill (Mission Ridge)

	10 September 1942
	Australians withdraw to Menari

	11-16 September 1942
	Battle of Ioribaiwa

	16 September 1942
	Australians withdraw to Imita Ridge – the last position occupied during the withdrawal

	24 September 1942
	Japanese withdraw from Ioribaiwa

	28 September 1942
	Australian advance across the Kokoda Track commences

	11 October 1942
	Japanese delay Australian advance at Mount Bellamy

	12-17 October 1942
	Battle of Templeton’s Crossing

	21-29 October 1942
	Battle of Eora Creek

	2 November 1942
	Australian advance reaches Kokoda and the village is re-occupied without resistance from the Japanese, that continue to withdraw to their beachhead

	5-11 November 1942
	Battle of Oivi-Gorari

	9 November 1942
	21 Brigade parade at Koitaki plantation

	15 November 1942
	Battle of the Sanananda Track begins

	18 November 1942
	Battle of Gona begins

	19 November 1942
	Battle of Buna begins

	9 December 1942
	Gona captured by 39 Battalion and LTCOL Ralph Honner, MC sends his famous message “Gona’s Gone”.

	2 January 1943
	Buna captured

	21 January 1943
	Organised Japanese resistance at Sanananda ceases – isolated pockets continue


Background to the Campaign
Describe the environment of the Owen Stanley Ranges.

	


Briefly outline the Kokoda campaign.  What lessons, from either combatant, regarding the Principles of War and Leadership did you learn from this campaign?
	


The Battle of Isurava

Briefly describe the Battle of Isurava.  What lessons, from either combatant, regarding the Principles of War and Leadership did you learn from this battle?
	


The Battle of Gona

Briefly describe the Battle of Gona.  What lessons, from either combatant, regarding the Principles of War and Leadership did you learn from this battle?
	


Conclusion
Be prepared to undertake a syndicate activity where you will be divided into teams and you will allocated a combatant – Allied (Australia/US) or Japan and allocated one of five scenarios:

· The Kokoda campaign as a whole.

· The Australian withdrawal along the Kokoda Track.

· The Battle of Isurava

· The Australian offensive along the Kokoda Track

· The Battle of Gona.

You and your ‘red’ or ‘blue’ team will be expected to discuss key issues from the allocated scenario and use a map model to assist the explanation. 
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