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’THE SPIRIT OB THE OYI’ENSIVX. 

Exmcrs EROM FTELDSERVICE (PUTI).REQUL~TIOXS 

!‘Tmesscnce of ininntry tactics consists in breaking down the enemy’s 
resistance by the weight and direction of its fire, and then completing 
his ovcrthrow hy assault. Although tbe enemy may not await the 
assault, infantq must be constantly animated with the dcsire to 
close with him: To &ive an enemy €Tom the field, assault, or the 
irnmediatc threat of it, is almost alwap necessary.‘’ Sec. 6 (2). 

“Decisive ~uccessin battle oan be gained only .by a vigorous 
offensive.” Sec. 99 (1). 

The advance of tho Liring line must be cbarscterised by the 
determinstion to press forward a t  all costs.” 

‘I Half-hearted m e w w  never attain success 
of determiqation is the most fruitful soume of 

I 



ASSAULT TRAINING. 

CHA1"TER I. 

PRINCIPLES OF TRAINING. 

1. CONCENTRATION. 
To tench the soldier to apply on the battlefield the lessons he has 

learnt on tha training ground is the essence and aim of all training.
It is by continued concontration only that any form of training 

.can bo so impressed 89 to  become second naturc. 
If such tmining has been adequate the soldier in moments of 

excitement snd tension will automatically apply whst he bas learnt. 

2. VITALITY. 
Vitality of mind and body is cssential'to prevent staleness and 

monotony. Without vitality training is of little value. 
'MI work should be doue in short, sharp bursts snd be 89 intense 

as possible. 
3. TEE OWTENSIYESpmm. 

Every form of battlc training must be founded on the offensive 
spirit. 

The chief.duty and thought of all should. be to kill as ma, of 
the enemy 5s possible, ana during period4 of training the aggressive 
spirit ond thc des& to kill should bc impressed on all ranks. 

No pains should be spared by imtnlctolu to cultivate this spirit. 
and  to cmphusise its importancc in a vivid manner. 

All trainiog devices such ns dummy figuresor twgets for bullets, 
bomb or bayonet should bc regarded as r e p r e s c n t i  e. real enemy
whom i t  is the soldier's duty to kill in &s expeditious a manner as 
possiblc with the weapon most suited to the purpose. 

4. BULLETANI) BAYONET. 
The uilct and the bayonet belong to the name parent, the rifle, 

which ,' *still the deciding factor on the battlefield. One must mork 
with t:ke other. 

It is the spirit of the beyonet that captures the position, and of 
the bullet t h t  holds it. 

Thc bullet also shatters the counter attack. and kills outaide 
bayonet distance. 

(B 13261) A2 ' 
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&yonet training and musketry training arc therefore comple- 
mentary to one another and must be taxgbt a8 one subject 

The bomb is valuable for cl&g small lengths of trench and for 
close fighting after a trench has been stormed. It is, however. a 
weapon quite sccondary to the ritle and tho bagonet. 

5. I"nr~AND N O Y E ~ Y T .  
Fire aad movement are inseprable in the sttack Ground is 

gained by rt body of troops advancing while supported by the fire of. 
another body of troops.

This principle of fire and movement should he known to all ranks. 
and the one object of every advance, namcly, to close with the enemy, 
should be emphasised on all occasions. 

6. ASSAULTT R ~ G .  
Assault training may he divided into three stages :-
Tiwl Slage.-The training of the individual soldier in the combinn- 

tion of rifle fire and bayonet work in the assault and counter charge. 
(Chapter II.)

Second Sfage.-The training of the individud soldier in bullet, 
heyonet and bomb with the idea of teaching him to nse the weapon 
appropriate to the situation in which he may find himself. (Chapter
m.)

Third .S!oge.-The collectiGe training of the platoon or company 
in the employment of all infantry weapons by means of a tactical 
exercise. (Chapter IV.) 

CHAFTER II. 

FIRST STAGE. 

7. This stage is devoted to training the individual soldier in'the 
oombination of ri0e fire and bayonet work in the assault and counter- 
charge. When the class assembles every man should have ex-
plained to him the relation between bayonet and bullet in the' 
assault.. The pn'nciplm of the assault and counter-charge should 
also be made clear. Th~oughont the training the instructors should 
foster the fighting spirit and encourage the desire to kill. 

8. The practices duriog this stage arc divided into 
, Bayonet Pructices. q..

Firing Practioes. 
The Counter-Charge. 

The exercises to he carried aut on each day should he selected accord- 
ing to the proficiency of those under training.' Exercises of am 



elementary naturc should be used until the class is familiar with 
the rifle and the bayonet. Later. the more advanced exercises 
should be undertaken to perfect the combination of bullet snd 
bayonet. They should be carricd out in the sequencc (i) Assault, 
(ii) Bayonet, (iii) Bullct, the natural sequence :fan wsault. 

9. BAYOXETPRACTICES. 
(Bayonet Tmining, 1916.) 

(a) Pointing. 
(i) By word of command. Long and short point with plenty of . 

movement and vim. 
(ii) Hand indication. h u g  and short point. 

(iii) Target prnctice with “ blob ” or ring-stick. All points.
Quickening practices should be camed out at the end of every 

individual practice with the class d r a m  up in a circle. first facing the 
instructor, later with backs to him. 

(b)  Porrying. 
The principles pf offensive parrying should be explained and 

e b b  man should betested bath in and aut of a trench io the 
following :-

(i) “On Guard” with rifle, t o  parry attack made with stick. 
(U) “On Guard” with stiok, to  parry attnck made with d e ;  

attack to  be made while advancing slowly. 
(iii) “On Guard ” with riflc, to pacry attack made with stick from 

short point position. 
(iv) ‘‘ On Guard” with riflo, to  parry cut made with stick used &B 

a sword. 
(0) With rifle a t  ” jab  ” position, to  fend off attack made with 

stick. 

(c )  Disarming and Jisabling. 
(i) Method of “knocking out”  an enemy when om attack bas 

hcon parried. 
(ii) Method of dealing with enemy when the rifle hss been aeized, 

thc bayonet brcken or coma off the rifle. 
(iii) Method of disarming. To bo prnotised at fist with sticks. 

Quickcning prnctices should he carried out a t  the end of emh 
individual nractice. Tho class should be drawn uo in a circle and 
practised making a point and butt stroke, p&, fending off an 
attsck,*ming, &c.. 

( d )  AdadLing. 
The class should be exercised in the following practices :- . 

(i) Pointing a t  dummies on gallows or on the ground, fmt at  a 
walk, and then with the pnce quickened 



(ii) Method of getting out of a deep trcneh. AgiliLy in jumping
in, out and over a trench. 

(iii) Pointing at dummy when jumping inlo a trcnch. 
(iv) Cont,inuous assault over course, combined wit,h rapid fire. 

It should be pointed out that  the high port is only adopted
when actually preparing to assault. At other times the rifle is carried 
at the slope or trail or slung acoording to oireumstnnces. 

10. -WO PRAOTICES. 

(J’irik padices  fo  be douefaikd in will&bayonel practices.) 

In a,ll practices the nectmsity of fixing the sight9 on lhe rifle at 
any required range should be emphasised. In the heat of action 
this is apt to be overlooked. 
(a)Applicalion OJ Five. 

Cln~sin single rank and opened out ‘(see pam. 16 of ‘I a y o n e t
Paining, 1916”). , 

The instructor explains that each inan is to practise quick applica- 
tion of firo a t  thc cy” of the man’ opposite in the spirit and yi th
the same enthusiasm as when using tho hnyonct. The man’s 
eyc should be about one yard from the muzzle of the rifle of the 
man aiming a t  him. Tha muscles aud mind must be braced up  
with tho determination to hit every time the trigger is pressed, 
care being taker, that  thc trigger is not snatched. Opposite
numbcra should note if the aim ia 8s ’’ declared.” 

Odd numbers Rest.” 
‘I At the left (right.) eye of the opposite number, 5 rounds, Fire.” 
Accuracy of aim and eorroct trigger pressing must never he 

sacrificed. The instructor should check faulty positions, lack of 
P p ,  trigger snatching and slnckness in reloading after firing. The 
instructor should carry an eye disc and check the aim of few 
men. The standing position will hc urcd in this practice only when 
tho ground is unsuitable for the prone position. Odd numbers will 
he exercisod in’a similar mamcr. 

( b )  Ibpidily and Ac&acy in AUeration of Aim anrl Reloading. 
The odd numbers of the class act 8s targets for the even numbers 

and vice versa. The two ranks mc extended to foui’.pnces interval 
and are 50 ymds aphrt. 

On tho command *‘Load both ranks assume the pro osition 
and load. The odd (or even) numbera remain steady while e even T(or odd) numben take their. orders from the instructor. G., “ a t  
the right hand man (seoond from thc lcft or any named man), 
(“numberof rounds”), Fire.” Themnkswork for periods of two or 
three minutes alternately. 



Single shots me fired with a view to developing quiclmess in 
handling thc rifle, grip, change of aim, &c. Direction of. rilles and 
faulty tTigger preming will be observed andoheclred. 

(c) D e d q m a l  of Poww of Command. 
The instructor orders the soldier to s b  and fire a t  p a t s  of his 

body, clothing, &c., &c. 
Method as for (b),except that  every few’minutes one of the soldiers 

t.akea the place of the instructor, gives the necessary ordem, and 
so develops in himself the power of command. 

( d )  To Train the Eye orid Brain to Work Together. 
Half thO class t.akea up a position in a trench and watches 

the front for appearances of the remainder posted st 100 yards
distance and behind cover if possible. On the given signal tho men 
behind cover take SnEpShOtR st tho2e in the trench. Both ra& 
Ect independontly taking a shot mhencver the mcn opposite expose 
themselves. After 8 or 10 exposures the men behind cover msault 
the trench, advancing a t  t h e  ,high port in quick time. During
tho h K t  30or 40 yards before rcaching the trcnch tho linc will break 
hto a steady double finishing up the last 10 yssds with a m a h  and 
jump into the trench. The defendem d l  dcliver rapid Gre until 
the attsckers are within 50 yards of thc trench, when theywill spring 
out and wsit “On guard” until the order “Charge“ is given,
each rank pansing through the other and assuming positions horn 
which 6re could be opened at a retreating enemy. The point of 
aim a t  an advancing enemy under 100 yards is normally the wnist 
linc. The instructor will discuss each man’s actions and the ranks 
will then change over and repeat the practice. The instructor 
should be cnreful to see that  men do not get into E careless way of 
holding their rines when delixwingrapid fire U d m  this poht
emphasised rapid fire is unlikclg to  he effective. 

If possible this practice should begin horn a further distance, sag 
300 yards, and two or three advances hy dhrnate sections 
c o v e d  by the lire of the other should be made to get within 

+ dassaulting distance. -
B r i n g  this time, i.e., before assaulting distance ia reached, control 

should bo exercised and the principles of fire and movcment 
illilstrated. 
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(e) Improvised R a v e  Pra~icea. 

(An improvised range of 30 yurda.) 

IPcoction. Target. bhthod of Condootiog. 

1. 
Appliootion _.., . Bayonet fighting disc. From COVIIL 

(Torepresent ~1German 
head.)

2. 
RdlingTargete . Irnpmvisod from ti-, h m  oover. 

oartridga OWOB. &a.. 
at  1 ft. intersols. 

3. 
Bqonet  nnd.bollet in Boyonet fightingdisw. C l w  in ortended order. 60 

.ttaCk. (TorepmentnCerman y~rdefrom tnrgeta. On th. 
hosd.) oommsnd “Fin,” men 

mnp 6 roo&, nftar 
’ which the imOnctoi signala

“Adrrenoe”whenenoh mnn 
sdvgncea at top epee4
bayonotin two prono dum. 
mi- (sno&s) on the way.
On srrirnl nt the End 
position rifles d l  be laadd 
and 6 moods W. In-
di6dosl or colleotisa fin 
will be ,oasd scoording to 
safet,v conditiong 

These prnetices will he rasied neeording to the men’s proficiency. 
They are also mitable forcompctitiom and suggested standards am 
as foU0m:-

Practice 1. RiRo to he unloaded. Time to load and fire 60 secs. 
,, 2. Rifle unloaded. Time, 25 sccs. 
,, 3. Time from’the command “ advance ‘I to last shot, 
60 secs. 

11. TEE C O W N T F I B - C ~ E .  
In order to prevent being taken a t  s disadvantage. the holders 

of a position if witbout. ammunition, must make a controlled and 
well-timed counter assault and pmh it home with all thc,vigour,
dash and determination ofh s h  men against an enemy wh 
subjected to an advance under t q i q  circumstances. beenqr


Two lines advancing agsimt one another with the byonet  will 
seldom meet. The one stimulated with the greater fury and con. 
Mente, by the force ofits determimtion to conquer.will came the 
other line to wnver and turn. 
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When cs,rrying out the exercises described Flow, the following 
qualities should he dovcloped :-
(a) Defermimfimb-Ench man as he advances must select an ’ 

individual opponont to kill, and must conoentrate all his 
thoughts upon that determination. He must keep his eyea 
upon the selected victim and upon him alone, and not upon

’ the advancine lines as a whole.~~ ~ 

~~~ 

(b) F w y  and DaahTEvery m m  must shout charge I’ as he 
rushes in upon his opponent. 

(c) ControZ.-While still koeping his eyes upon his victim, each man’ 
must devolop a “collective scuse” which eushlcs him to 
keep touch to right and left. 

Firat Ezerciac. 

Advance and charge towards the instructor in single rank with 
scabbards on hayonets. Length of advance 8nd c h g e  from 80 to’ 

100 y d s .
Points to be emphasised. 

(a) Control while advancing slowly a t  the high port. 
(b) Dash and fury h i n g  the last 20 yards.
(c) Resumptian of control and opening of 6re after completion of 

charge. 

Second Ezerciae. 

To be practised afterthe principles of an assault have been grasped.
Tvo lines about 80 to 100 yards apart extended a t  two paces 

interval to advance and charge thmngh one another pnssing right 
arm to right arm. 
Points to be observed as in the first exercise. 

Third Exercise. 

One or morc waves of several lines extended a t  two p k s  intmval 
to charge through similar mvcs. 

Waves ahout 80 to 100yards apart. Distance between lines ahout 
40 to 60 yards.
Pointsto he observed as in first and second exercises. 

Fourth Ezerciac. 

At k nnd counter-attack 
Atfa.Tera. 
(a) Begin advance a t  the trail at about 160 yards from the position, 

to he assaulted. ( & W gfrom hip can he practised.)
(a) Bcgin assault a t  the high port. 
(c) When within 20 yards of the enemy, charge. 
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DeJender8. 
(a)Lying in the open or in a trench. Fire until no more ammunition 

is left. 
(b) Advance to  front of position nithout lass of time, come on guard

and 
(c) Charge thc enemy. 
Points to be emphnsiscd. 
Before launching a counter bayonet attack endeavour to induca 

the attacking force to continue ita advance a8 long as possible SO that  
i t  may becomc disorganised and exhausted. 

Judge the right moment for defenders to leave corer and allow 
just sufficient time for their charge to develop. 

12. At Bullocourt a trench had becn taken hy two companies 
of infantry who bad run out of bombs and ammunition. Four lines 
of Germans attncked this trench. 

When the leading German line was ahout 200 y& distant our 
infnntry carno out with their bayonets. The enemy hesitated, 
thinking the infantry would surrender, hut  as they did not do so the 
Germans continocd slowly to  advance. 

The infantry then charged with the bayonet, bieaking the first two 
German lines and causing the other two to ma away. A satisfactory
fcnturc of their flight wits that  they became entangled in their own 
wire and were thcn nnnihilrttcd by the lire of our guns. 

CHAPTER 111. 

SECOND STAGE. 

13. A specimen exeroiso which can he varied to suit local conditions 
and considcrationa of safety is given hclow. It is to be looked upon 
aa a guide rather than aa stereotyped exercise and is daigned to 
make thoindividual soldier realise that be should be able to we his 
three wcspon3, d o ,  bomb and bayonet, vi th  equal facility and to 
counteract any tendency to ragard himsclf merely as a specialist in 
his section weapon. 
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Ho then charges the trench with a shout and bayonets three dummies 
in the trench. 

AB soon &s hc gets into the trench, he h d s  he is being bombed 
from a shell liole beyond, locates thc shcll hole and throws two bombs 
into it. Hc then reoharges his magazine and, finding he cannot shoot 
over the parados, he ovemomcs thie difficulty by making a firestep.
As soon as this is complete he fires five rounds rapid a t  the target 
on the bank. 

If the man bo a riEc bombor, hc can be made to  oarry his oup
attachment in hia bomb carrier until he arrives i? thc objective 
trench when he should bc madc to omploy rifle bombs against a 
suitable targct. 

(b) 'The materials requircd nrc 
Fivc snok dummies. 
Figure targets. 
One targct on 1~ polc roprescnting B German hooting. 
A twelve foot bank. 
Two shcll holos which c m  bo made by exploding a couple of 2 inch 

Trench Mortar Bpmbs. 
(c) The exercise should bc carricd aut at firnt using blank ammuni- 

tion for d l  firing before entering the trench, and bombs unloaded but 
fuzed. 

Later on the exercise should be carried outwith live ammunition, 
including bombs and firing from the hip. 

CHAPTER IV. 

TF€IRD STAGE. 

14. A specimen exercise which can be varied to suit local candi-
tions and considerations of safety is in Appendix III to Army Council 
h tNCt iOn 1230 of 1917 and in Appendix XIII C. of S.S. 162. 
"Instructions for the Training of tho British Armies in France." 
It is reproducod hcre. 

FIELD h A W C E  (UUSKETRY AND BdYONET-IQGaTmo). 

mindsofallra9(a) Thi? p r ~ t i ~ ~ i ~ d e s i ~ e d ~ i m p r e s ~ o n t b e  
(i) The necessity for the ready use of rifles. 
(ii)The combination of fire and movement.. 

' (iii) The co-operation between the bayonet and the bullet. 
The practice may he cmried out by sections, plstoons,companies, 

or battalions, according to the ground and facilities nvsilnblc. 
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(b) The action of a platoon is taken ns an example :-
(i) Dress.-Fighting dross (S.S. 135, Section XXXII. 
(ii)%ormation.-Platoon in line or in column of sections. 
(iii) Thc objective is pointed out. 
(iv) The platoon advances towads thc. objective in artillery

formation of sectiom, preoeded by scouts. 
(v) A surprise target appears-(out of range of rifle bombs). It is . 

signalled by scouts. 
(vi) The target is engaged by rifle Gre of the scouts. 
(vii) The target is engaged by rifle 6re of .the platoon. 

(viii) The platoon advances by alternate rushes of sections. 
(ix) The target disappears.
(x) A target appears (out of rsngc of rifle bombs) some few minutes 

lateron the original objective. 
(xi) The platoon deals with the target in the same way aa in 

(vii) and (viii).
(xii) When within assaulting distance. the platoon delivcm the 

assault. 
For this p q o s e ,  if possible, B bayonet-fighting couma 

should be provided ; if this is not possible, some Bncks to. 
represent the enemy will su5ce, but correct bayonet-fighting 
methods must he insisted on. 

(xiii) The objective is gained, patrol8 pu&d out, sentries posted,
and consolidation hcgun. 

(xiv) A surprisc target is shown and rapid fire opened. 
(c) The practice c m  he c d i e d  out bvk any distance from n 30 

yards' range upwards, but naturally the more nearly the distance 
over which this practice is carried out approiches that which $odd 
obtain in battle, the better. 

It should be carried out, whenever possible, over rough g a u d  
and with b d  ammunition. 
In order to bring about the primary object of the practice, namely 

the me of thc rifle, no othcr weapons hut the rifle should be used %t ' . 
first. At a later stage, when all mnks are proficient with thc rifle 
end bayonet, the m e  of Lowis guns, rifle bombs, and bombs may he 
introduced. 

NOTESON CARRYIN0 OUT TmS EXEROISE. 
Z. 15. An exercise of this kind requires ingenuity and forethought 
to prevent i t  becoming a musketry rango exercise instead of a PRO-
tical fighting exercise. as intended 

16''%tIort should he madc to give lifc to the proccedings and to 
i n 4  st the men in their task. 

This can he done by ensuring that the schemes a m  interesting and 
varied, by explaining the conditiom a t  the begiaOing, by discussing 
the cxeoutian a t  the end and by letting the men sec the resulta of 
their Fork. 
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Unless the intorest of the men is aroused the results will not be 
satisfactory. 

l ' i . ~ t a i l s  of any scheme cannot be laid down. They dcpend 
entirely an the military common sen90 of the officer responsible for 
its preparatioe, and on the ground available. 

Principlcs, however, can be enunciated and are nlresdy set out in 
the text books. 

18. Them src three participants in any sclicme who must d l  
understand tlmt their funotions cm quite distinct and cannot overlap. 

' (a) Tho conimander and his fi$hting men. 
(b) The director and his assistants or umpires. 
(c)  The spctators. 

19. 'As rcgards the spectators it is only necessary to say that, 
whatever be their rank, they may not interfere in any way with the 
exercise, and are to he kept clear of the fighting men and the umpires. 

The exercise should always he explained heforehand to tha 
spectators. 

20. As regards the other two participants, the distinction hetwoen 
commending a unit and directing a scheme cannot k too c l e d y
emphnsiscd. 
(a) An officer commanding a unit should not attempt to command, 

and at thc same time to direct operations. 
( b )  Those whose duty i t  is.to direct must he so dressed that the 

fighting troops recognise them as such and C & M O t  confuse them 
with those who exercise oommand. 

(cr Section 650 of Musketry Regulations, Part I, Isys stress on the 
principle that no criticism 07 interference should take place exoopt 
for safety purposcs, until thc cxercise is conclndcd. 

Unless a commander is given U. free hand to  o a r q aut a& excrcisa 
which has been Set to  him,he is bound to  losc interest and 80 will 
his men whcn their attention is distracted by outside interference. 

21. Thus, should i t  he desired to carry out a n  oxerci& with a 
platoon, the platoon commandor would he set the scheme by his 
company commander, or if so desired by the battalion coinoiander, 
or by an oficcr specially selected for the purpoae.

The officer who ti& thc scheme, and who therefore cannot hc 
the platoon commander, a c t a  as director and has to assist him 
anyone hc requircs, the fewer the botter. The director m d  his 

, ' assistants wear a distinctive mark or dress. 
The muskctry officer might he one of the assistant direo&&tnd ' any men requircd to work the appliances are also assiatants I ese .. are all under the orden of thc director and of no other authority. 
The director and his assistants must deal with m y  emergency of 

danger or safcty, hut cmuot give any other orders to  the fighting 
troops except thmugh the platoon commander. Thc figtiting troops 



must understand this and not he inoonvenienccd or allowed to feel 
that they are undei two mssters. 

During the exercise it is wrong for a battalion commander or 
officerofany rank to interfere by giving ordera or adviec unless he is 
acting (LB a director or assistant director and the troops know him 8 s  
such. 

22. This system is well understood by all who play games. There 
is a close sndogy between cricket and an exercise of this kind. 
(a)The players play the game under the agreed lam, and uuder 

the orders of their Captain. These arc the fighting men and their 
Captain is the platoon commander. 

(b) The umpires and ground men intervene under conditions well 
recognised by the players. They do not tell the batsman how to 
bat or the bowler how to bowl, nor gct in the m y  of the players. 
They also wear distinctive dress. These are the director end his 
assistants. 

(c) The speotators have their allotted places, keep away from 
the rpitoh and do not interfere with their advice or by their rpresenoe. 
23. Finally the m e a s w  of success of the scheme is the measure of 

intereat taken in It by the men. 
Time and trouble spent in designing P. realistic echsme are seldom 

wasted, and will bear good fruit on the battlefield. 
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